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Dem Bones 
Fun	  with	  Math	  &	  Science	  Activity	  

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
songs	  about	  science	  helps	  children	  remember	  facts	  and	  information,	  building	  
background	  knowledge	  for	  learning	  about	  themselves	  and	  the	  world	  around	  

them.	  
 

 
 

 
Dem Bones 

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 

The toe bone's connected to the foot bone, 
The foot bone's connected to the ankle bone, 
The ankle bone's connected to the leg bone, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 

The hip bone's connected to the back bone 
The back bone's connected to the neck bone, 
The neck bone's connected to the head bone, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 

The leg bone's connected to the knee bone, 
The knee bone's connected to the thigh bone, 
The thigh bone's connected to the hip bone, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 

The finger bone's connected to the hand bone, 
The hand bone's connected to the arm bone, 
The arm bone's connected to the shoulder bone, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 

Dem bones, dem bones gonna walk around 
Dem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around 
Dem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around 

Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 

Websites for children’s song lyrics: 
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Purpose 

Lyrics 

 

FwMS_Singing_DemBones.docx 



neworleanspubliclibrary.org	  

 
 

Dem Bones 
Fun	  with	  Science	  &	  Math	  Activity	   

 
 
 
 
Ideas for singing, talking, reading, writing and playing with bones: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Check out bone books! 
2. As you sing Dem Bones, write a list of the bones mentioned in the 

song.  You may have to sing it a couple of times to get them all! 
3. Together, count how many bones on your list.   
4. Ask your child whether the bones listed are short bones or a long bone, 

writing the answer next to each one.  If they don’t know, then look them 
up in a book! 

5. Ask your child how many of each bone there are in the body, “How 
many leg bones do you have?” “How many neck bones do you have?”   

6. Draw a stick figure and label each bone 
you draw.  

7. Cut straws with different lengths for each 
bone, measure the pieces you cut. 

8. Glue the “bone” straw pieces to your stick 
figure. 

9. You now have your own skeleton to dance 
with when you sing the next time! 

 
 

Extension Activities (ages 3-5) 

You	  Can’t	  See	  
Your	  Bones	  with	  
Binoculars:	  A	  
Guide	  to	  Your	  206	  
Bones  
by	  Harriet	  Ziefert	  
(611.71	  z65y) 

Bones 
by	  Steve	  Jenkins	  
(573.76	  J52b) 


